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4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum            

EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 



 
Course Description 
Social Studies is the integrated study of social sciences and humanities. In order to make sense of the world, 

students will analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 

relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences. It is, therefore, the purpose of the social 

studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and application of skills and 

dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, students will acquire and hone skills 

needed for participation in democratic society, for developing interpersonal relationships, and providing the 

capability to succeed in their personal and professional endeavors upon the completion of their education within 

the East Newark Public School. 

 
Course Resources 

1. New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies 
- https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf 

2. New Jersey Studies Weekly  
 
 
Pacing Guide 
 

Quarter Topics Covered Standards Resources 

1 ● New Jersey Geography and Climate 
● Regions 
● Prehistoric New Jersey 
● Native Americans Defining Culture 
● Early Explorers 
● European Settlers 
● Farmers and Fur Traders 

● 6.1.4.A.1 
● 6.1.4.A.9 
● 6.1.4.A.11 
● 6.1.4.B.4 
● 6.1.4.B.5 
● 6.1.4.B.7 
● 6.1.4.B.8 
● 6.1.4.B.10 
● 6.1.4.C.1 
● 6.1.4.C.2 
● 6.1.4.C.3 
● 6.1.4.C.4 
● 6.1.4.C.5 
● 6.1.4.C.7 
● 6.1.4.C.8 
● 6.1.4.C.12 
● 6.1.4.C.14 
● 6.1.4.D.1 
● 6.1.4.D.2 
● 6.1.4.D.10 
● 6.1.4.D.14 
● 6.1.4.D.18 
● 6.3.4.D.1 

New Jersey Studies Weekly 

2 ● Slavery and the Slave Trade 
● Colonial New Jersey 
● The English Take Over New Jersey 
● Education in New Jersey 
● Colonial Unrest 
● War for Independence 
● New Jersey Battles 
● Effects of the Revolutionary War 

● 6.1.4.A.2 
● 6.1.4.A.3 
● 6.1.4.A.4 
● 6.1.4.A.6 
● 6.1.4.A.7 
● 6.1.4.A.13 
● 6.1.4.A.15 
● 6.1.4.B.4 
● 6.1.4.B.6 
● 6.1.4.C.6 
● 6.1.4.C.10 
● 6.1.4.C.11 
● 6.1.4.C.13 
● 6.1.4.D.3 

New Jersey Studies Weekly 



● 6.1.4.D.4 
● 6.1.4.D.8 
● 6.1.4.D.9 
● 6.1.4.D.13 
● 6.1.4.D.14 

3 ● New Jersey as a New State 
● Federal Government and States Rights 
● Slavery Abolished 
● Women’s Rights 
● Early Industry in New Jersey 
● Inventors and Inventions 

● 6.1.4.A.5 
● 6.1.4.A.6 
● 6.1.4.A.8 
● 6.1.4.B.9 
● 6.1.4.C.6 
● 6.1.4.C.9 
● 6.1.4.C.16 
● 6.1.4.C.17 
● 6.1.4.C.18 
● 6.1.4.D.5 
● 6.1.4.D.8 
● 6.1.4.D.12 
● 6.1.4.D.14 
● 6.1.4.D.16 
● 6.1.4.D.17 

New Jersey Studies Weekly 

4 ● Transportation in New Jersey 
● Immigration and Migration 
● New Jersey Reform 
● New Jersey in War and Peace 
● Economy and Industry Today 
● Leisure and Arts in New Jersey 

● 6.1.4.A.16 
● 6.1.4.B.2 
● 6.1.4.B.5 
● 6.1.4.B.9 
● 6.1.4.B.10 
● 6.1.4.C.4 
● 6.1.4.C.6 
● 6.1.4.C.8 
● 6.1.4.C.15 
● 6.1.4.C.16 
● 6.1.4.C.17 
● 6.1.4.C.18 
● 6.1.4.D.2 
● 6.1.4.D.3 
● 6.1.4.D.5 
● 6.1.4.D.12 
● 6.1.4.D.14 
● 6.1.4.D.15 

New Jersey Studies Weekly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1 

 

Timeframe September-October 

Resources ● New Jersey Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● New Jersey Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 



● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. What are the major locations, climate, and weather conditions found in New Jersey? 
2. What are the physical and tourist regions of New Jersey? 
3. What life forms existed in prehistoric New Jersey? 
4. What role did American Indians play in New Jersey history? 
5. Which early explorers contributed to early New Jersey’s history? 
6. What were the positive and negative effects of colonists settling in what is now New 

Jersey? 
7. Why was the fur trade important in New Jersey? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. List and locate on a map the name of their town, county, state, and country. 
2. Understand that there are 21 counties in New Jersey and write and locate each on an 

outline map. 
3. Define and contrast the terms climate and weather. 
4. Understand that a region can be made up of many things but has at least one thing that 

sets it apart from other areas. 
5. Define geography and name and describe the four geographical regions of New Jersey. 
6. Name and describe the six tourist regions of New Jersey. 
7. Analyze the events surrounding the discovery of Hadrosaurus foulkii. 
8. Explain why oil comes from the ground and understand that oil resources are limited. 
9. Describe the Age of Reptiles and name some of the creatures that existed during this 

period of time. 
10. Describe the Age of Mammals and name some of the creatures that existed during this 

period of time. 
11. Analyze the culture and customs of the Algonquian-speaking tribes. 
12. Describe the Lenni Lenape who inhabited what is now New Jersey. 
13. Define “maritime” and name some of the maritime explorers of what is now New Jersey. 
14. Describe the location of the Northwest Passage and tell the period of time that 

explorers were searching for it.  
15. List the main countries involved in the exploration of the northeast part of North 

America. 
16. Describe some details from the lives of early explorers. 
17. Tell of the first Swedish settlement in what is now New Jersey, describe the fall of New 

Sweden and list some of the reasons why it failed. 
18. Describe the nationality of the first traders in North America in the 1600s. 
19. Discover the most important item of trade in that era. 
20. Explain why the people who were sent to settle wanted to trade instead of colonize. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.4.A.1: Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national 
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the 
common good. 

● 6.1.4.A.9: Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and 
present, to violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

● 6.1.4.A.11: Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good 
of the country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the 
community, state, national, and global levels.  



● 6.1.4.B.4: Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources 
have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey 
and the United States. 

● 6.1.4.B.5: Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and 
the United States. 

● 6.1.4.B.7: Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more 
suited for settlement than others. 

● 6.1.4.B.8: Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources. 
● 6.1.4.B.10: Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the 

world, and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data 
visualizations) can be used to understand cultural differences. 

● 6.1.4.C.1: Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’ 
decisions, including ones made in their communities. 

● 6.1.4.C.2: Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice 
influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations. 

● 6.1.4.C.3: Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.  
● 6.1.4.C.4: Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 
● 6.1.4.C.5: Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods 

and services. 
● 6.1.4.C.7: Explain how the availability of private and public goods and services is 

influenced by the global market and government. 
● 6.1.4.C.8: Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and 

services are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world 
community.  

● 6.1.4.C.12: Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of 
prominent figures who lived New Jersey 

● 6.1.4.C.14: Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that 
geography, natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor 
force play in economic opportunities. 

● 6.1.4.D.1: Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American 
populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 

● 6.1.4.D.2: Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 
immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.  

● 6.1.4.D.10: Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni 
Lenape culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey. 

● 6.1.4.D.14: Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 
● 6.1.4.D.18: Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more 

than one culture. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 



Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessment 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2 

 

Timeframe November-January 

Resources ● New Jersey Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● New Jersey Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 
● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. Why was slavery a huge market for trade in America and around the globe? 



2. How did the English take over New Jersey? 
3. What was colonial life like in New Jersey? 
4. What was early education like in New Jersey? 
5. What events led to the Revolutionary War? 
6. What ideas are found in the Declaration of Independence? 
7. Which major Revolutionary War battles were fought in New Jersey? What impact did 

these battles have on American colonists? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Understand how long slavery lasted in New Jersey, and that all colonies did not use 
slaves to labor on plantations and farms. 

2. Describe slave codes. 
3. Describe groups of people from New Jersey who led the effort to abolish slavery. 
4. Explain who the Twenty-Four Proprietors were. 
5. Describe factors that influenced various colonies in the Northeast. 
6. List some of the early English customs in the colonial era of Massachusetts and 

describe early education in the Massachusetts colony. 
7. Understand that early American schools were not available to all children, so there 

were a variety of schools. 
8. Contrast a one-room schoolhouse with their own school today. 
9. Describe the contributions of Horace Mann in education reform. 
10. Define a tax and discuss some things that are supported by taxes today. 
11. List how we can protest about taxes today. 
12. Describe the battles of Lexington and Concord. 
13. Name the three basic components of the Declaration of Independence: (1) Men have 

certain rights that cannot be taken away, (2) How the king refused to grant these rights, 
(3) Those who signed declared these truths to be understood by everyone.  

14. Define the terms “patriot” and “loyalist”. 
15. Analyze the attack led by Washington at Trenton on Christmas night. 
16. Evaluate the disorganization of troops at the battle of Monmouth. 
17. Describe the harsh winter the Continental army faced just prior to the final battle at 

Yorktown, Virginia. 
18. Understand that the victories at Trenton and Princeton convinced the bRitish to give up 

most of their New Jersey holdings except a region around Perth Amboy and New 
Brunswick. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.4.A.2: Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, 
and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of 
American democracy. 

● 6.1.4.A.3: Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have 
influenced new laws and policies over time at the local and national levels of United 
States government. 

● 6.1.4.A.4: Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United 
States Constitution defines and checks the power of government. 

● 6.1.4.A.6: Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal 
system of government. 

● 6.1.4.A.7: Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and 
describe the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, 
state, and national levels. 

● 6.1.4.A.13: Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens. 



● 6.1.4.A.15: Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures 
collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges. 

● 6.1.4.B.4: Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources 
have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey 
and the United States. 

● 6.1.4.B.6: Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based 
on culture, economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of 
regionalism. 

● 6.1.4.C.6: Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, 
and governments within the economic system. 

● 6.1.4.C.10: Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ 
lives. 

● 6.1.4.C.11: Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial 
decisions within the community. 

● 6.1.4.C.13: Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society. 
● 6.1.4.D.3: Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s 

growth as a nation, historically and today.  
● 6.1.4.D.4: Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state 

of New Jersey. 
● 6.1.4.D.8: Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.  
● 6.1.4.D.9: Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and 

individuals.  
● 6.1.4.D.13: Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior 

of people. 
● 6.1.4.D.14: Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessment 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 



Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3 

 

Timeframe February-March 

Resources ● New Jersey Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● New Jersey Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 
● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. What state was the United States at the conclusion of the Revolutionary War? 
2. What events were associated with New Jersey’s statehood and its symbols? 
3. How does the government function? 
4. What were some of the milestones of slavery in New Jersey? 
5. What are the similarities between slavery and women’s rights? 



6. How did industry change after the Civil War? 
7. What inventors and inventions came from New Jersey? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Understand that the Articles of Confederation established separate rules for each 
state’s government. 

2. Describe the functional principles of the U.S. Constitution, including the Bill of Rights. 
3. Understand that the New Jersey colony became the third state and in 1790, Trenton 

was established as the capital. 
4. Describe the state flag and state seal of New Jersey and understand what the symbols 

represent. 
5. List and explain the rights provided by the Bill of Rights. 
6. Describe the concerns that the Founding Fathers had with the Articles of 

Confederation. 
7. List and explain the three branches of government in New Jersey. 
8. Describe in writing or by drawing the process of how a bill becomes a law in New 

Jersey. 
9. Describe the Underground Railroad and how it helped slaves to freedom. 
10. Analyze the contributions of Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Tubman. 
11. Define suffrage and describe the plight of women prior to the women’s suffrage 

movement. 
12. Evaluate the contributions of two of the leaders for women’s suffrage, describe the 

events at the first women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, and explain how 
Frederick Douglass encouraged the women’s suffrage movement.  

13. Analyze the events of the Industrial Revolution. 
14. Discuss the plight of children in the workforce prior to the 1900s. 
15. Describe three famous New Jersey inventors and their inventions. 
16. Understand what a patent is and how it protects an idea. 
17. Describe the process of invention. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.4.A.5: Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national 
government. 

● 6.1.4.A.6: Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal 
system of government. 

● 6.1.4.A.8: Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, 
state, and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions 
made at each level. 

● 6.1.4.B.9: Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and 
to actions taken to address them. 

● 6.1.4.C.6: Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, 
and governments within the economic system.  

● 6.1.4.C.9: Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across 
the world differently. 

● 6.1.4.C.16: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and 
inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.  

● 6.1.4.C.17: Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an 
agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age. 

● 6.1.4.C.18: Explain how the development of communications systems has led to 
increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the 
world. 

● 6.1.4.D.5: Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the 



Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to 
present day government and citizenship.  

● 6.1.4.D.8: Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.  
● 6.1.4.D.12: Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional 

characters from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 
American national heritage. 

● 6.1.4.D.14: Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  
● 6.1.4.D.16: Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using 

examples from the past and present.  
● 6.1.4.D.17: Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how 

they affect the American identity. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessment 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4 

 

Timeframe April-June 

Resources ● New Jersey Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● New Jersey Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 
● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. How did new transportation methods impact New Jersey and the United States? 
2. What was life like for early immigrants to America? 
3. How did monopolies, trusts, and unions impact New Jersey? 
4. What were the key events that occurred at the start of the 20th Century? 
5. What are some characteristics of New Jersey today, and how might it change in the 

future? 
6. What are some areas of art and leisure in New Jersey? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Understand that improvements in transportation were not always new trains, boats, or 
cars, but also included improvements in roads and waterways. 

2. Describe how turnpikes helped improve transportation. 
3. Describe the impact of canals on transportation and the economy. 
4. Understand the role of Ellis Island. 



5. Analyze the poor living and working conditions often encountered by immigrants as 
they began their lives in America. 

6. Describe a monopoly. 
7. Describe the development of political parties and name at least two political parties in 

America today. 
8. Describe the changes in New Jersey’s population and economy during World War I. 
9. Understand the events leading up to and surrounding the Great Depression. 
10. Understand prohibition. 
11. Describe the economy of New Jersey after World War II and describe the changes in 

the way people lived. 
12. Explain the history of the U.S. Census. 
13. Describe some ways that New Jerseyans protect and preserve protect and preserve 

our environment. 
14. Understand that most of New Jersey’s workforce can be found in the service industries. 
15. Analyze various divisions of the performing arts. 
16. Explain the role of a lobbyist. 
17. List historical, art and living museums located in New Jersey. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.4.A.16: Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global 
organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in need. 

● 6.1.4.B.2: Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial 
relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, 
have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

● 6.1.4.B.5: Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and 
the United States. 

● 6.1.4.B.9: Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and 
to actions taken to address them. 

● 6.1.4.B.10: Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the 
world, and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data 
visualizations) can be used to understand cultural differences. 

● 6.1.4.C.4: Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 
● 6.1.4.C.6: Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, 

and governments within the economic system.  
● 6.1.4.C.8: Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and 

services are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world 
community.  

● 6.1.4.C.15: Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted 
the economies of New Jersey and the United States.  

● 6.1.4.C.16: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and 
inventions in many cultures during different historical periods. 

● 6.1.4.C.17: Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an 
agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age. 

● 6.1.4.C.18: Explain how the development of communications systems has led to 
increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the 
world. 

● 6.1.4.D.2: Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 
immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.  

● 6.1.4.D.3: Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s 
growth as a nation, historically and today.  

● 6.1.4.D.5: Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the 



Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to 
present day government and citizenship. 

● 6.1.4.D.12: Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional 
characters from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 
American national heritage. 

● 6.1.4.D.14: Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 
● 6.1.4.D.15: Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between 

maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.  

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessment 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 


